Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 - Section 6 The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty Ambleston Community Council Report 2025 
This report is the third report produced in response to the Environment [Wales] Act 2016 Part 1 - Section 6.
Overview:
Ambleston Community Council is the local council which covers the village of Ambleston and the hamlets of Wallis and Woodstock which lie close to the centre of Pembrokeshire almost in the shadow of the Preseli Hills. It is predominantly a farming community. There are 230 acres of uncultivated land which include Ambleston Common and Wallis Moor. 
It has been designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest since March 1998 in an attempt to protect its fragile biological elements. The site has an area of 63.22 hectares and is managed by Natural Resources Wales. This site is designated due to its biological qualities, especially its wet heath and marshy grassland. It also has an important population of the nationally scarce marsh fritillary butterfly.
The Precept for 2024 / 2025 is £2800.00.
What has worked well:
Wallis Pond
Wallis Pond is a historic millpond and is a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest. Over time, it had become heavily silted, restricting water flow and reducing the diversity of species in and around it. Following discussion with officers of Pembrokeshire County Council (PCC), National Resources Wales (NRW) and the Community Council regarding the removal of silt, overgrowth and a replacement sluice gate, Nestle UK approved funding for the works at the end of 2023.  The project was carried out in two phases during the latter months of 2024.  Since completion there has been an improvement in water quality and an increase of wildlife in and around the pond.  A film involving all parties has been produced and can be viewed on YouTube.com  How we helped bring a local pond in Pembrokeshire back to life The pond is monitored and any pollution or other issues are reported.  
Litter Picking
The Community Council has organised four litter picks in the community which were successful.

Current/future schemes:
Wallis Common – Harvesting of bracken 
Cwm Arian Renewable Energy (CARE) in liaison with NRW and PCC agreed a conservation project to cut bracken on Wallis Common.  Cwm Arian are a new social enterprise which help to manage common land for ecological benefit, by cutting vegetation and transforming it into fuel briquettes, and because of the extent of the bracken on the common NRW suggested that Wallis would be a good starting point. CARE was successful in obtaining funding to carry out this work. Bracken can be valuable to some wildlife, but if left unmanaged for many years will impact biodiversity. The bracken will be harvested, baled, and then turned into solid fuel briquettes. The briquettes are a cleaner fuel and burn for longer than oak. This will be a long-term management plan and it will take several years to have an impact on biodiversity.  The community will not benefit financially but will ecologically by improving the biodiversity. The briquettes will be sold to create an income for the project and CARE to invest back into the community. A small trial harvest was due September 2025.
Wallis Moor – Reintroduction of grazing
PCC in co-operation with NRW and local graziers are currently working to re-introduce grazing onto Wallis Moor.  Grazing on the moor will benefit biodiversity by maintain habitat, control invasive species and enhance soil health. Fencing and scrub clearance work have been carried out, No trees were removed apart from limited Willow scrub, as well as gorse etc. 
Aims for the forthcoming three years:
Work with PCC and NRW to develop the harvesting of bracken and reintroduction of grazing projects.
Continue to maintain and enhance the areas under community control, to preserve and protect wildlife in these areas.
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